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Before  the  board  of  Superi7isors
Countu  of  Ken.  State  of  Califomid

22-3
n the mtter o£:
I:XPRESSION   OF   0PIPOSITI0N   TO  EROSION
0F   LCX:Al.   RI:PRES£NI.ATIVE   GOVERNIGNT   BY
UNWANIED   sTATa   AND   FEDERAL   Ii.poSITloN
or   REGIONAL   NON-ELE.CTED   AUTiJ.ORTTIEs

haolution N

Lfuute Eho

74-576

Reso)ut{on  Boo

age---.-

age_i._..

I,  VFRA  K.  GIBSON,  Clerk  Of  the  Board  Of  Supervisozg of  the  tounty Of Ken, Stoto Of California,

do  hereby  certify  that  the  fouowiBg  resoltLt{on,  propceed  by  Supervisor   Jack8on                   .  8ecozided

by Supervisor       Mltchell                  , w84  duly  p&3sed  and  adopted  by  8ald  Bo\ard  of  SDpervi8ors  &t  an

officer meeting iercof thin  22nd     day October 19  J±,  by  the  followhg  vote,  to  wit:

Section 1. WIEREAS :

R E S o L u.I 1 o n

(a)    "e  inceptiot`  of  Califomia  counties  in  1850  was  in  recognit:ion
of  t:he  need  for  divisions  of  governtDent  functioning  ac  the  level  9f  the

citizens  served  with  policy-making  of ficials  select:ed  by  their  fellow-

citizens  at:  the  ballot-bo::  and  ready  accessibility  of  governroenc  operations

to  the  people;   and

(b)     In  the  £1rst  fifty  years  of  California  Statehood  the  state  law

gave  to  the  counties  practically  all  the  functioris  of  governuemt  Chat
directly  cor`cemed  the  citizens  and  the  local  government  system  worked

effectively  to  tDeet  the  needs  of  t:he  people  of  this  great  State  during  the

early  years  of  its  fortDatlve  growth  and  on  into  the  modern  era  with  the

flexibility  to  tDeet  the  chat\glng  needs  of  our  clclzens  and  t:he  challeriges

of  these  tltBes  e:tcept  as   llnlted  and  eroded  by  State  and  Federal  lot:ruslons

into  respor`sibilit:ies  historically  exercised  by  the  division  of  local

governti)erlt  closest   Co   the  people;   and

(c)     Desplce   the   oucscandlr`g  perfora`ance  o£  ;ounty  governtrent  over

the  years   the  tDyth  has  beeT`  circulated   Chat  governDent   ls  best  administered

when  it   is  farcher  removed  froco  the  citizens   ic  serves  and  that  policy-making



9overrmenc  adtDlnlstracor8  Should  be  8elecced  for  the  peoplie  r&tbet.  than
by  the  people. and  thoc  they  8bould  adtDlalecer  8.ovemoencal  f`mcclot)9

practically  lqmune  frog  e££ecclve  accountablllty  Co  the  people;  and
•         (d)    These  q)rch8  have  been without  s`pporc  in  fact  but  have  permBat:d

che  thiliking  of  those  seeklr`g  greater  cencrall2aclon8  of  gover,rment  poser

&t  eschelon8  8o  far  reqoved  frco  the  people  served  ®8  t:o be  practically

ln&cce8slble  and  unrogponslve  Co  the  local  cltlzea§ ,  the  lot:eec  qmt`1fe8Ca-

tlon  of  such  `inmnted  govemtBenf  reetr`iccuring  being  the  State  and  Federal

loposlclon  of  Pore  gorvemDent  by  Core  reooce  boards ,  comlccaee  &tld  coD-

O]L88lotis  coapo6ed  of  tBore'  nob-elected  policy-.oaklng  ®doinlBtrator8  artBad

with  veto pover  o`rer  decisions  oad®  by  locally-elocced  represent:at±`re3  o.I

the  peat,

(a)    Not  only  ds  "regional govemDent:"  inherently  de8tr`ictlve  Co  the
e££ectlve  £`mctlonlng  of  the blstorlc Anerlcan  8y8ten  of  repre8ent&tlve

govercoet}t but  it  18  without  legal baeL8  1n  o`r Federal  and  Sceee  Con8ti-
tutloos  at)d  coti£11ct8  with  our  tradlciontl  concept:8  of local  control  and

accotmtabillcy  of  o`ir  pdrllc  8et`rants:  and

(I)    The  tren.d  to  "regiomliso"  in Amerlcou governtDenc  18  8tl£11ng
our  clclzeco'  tfaditiorial  right  md  opport`inlcy  to  directly partlcLpaco

in  decdslon-oakltig  ac  the  local  level,  1s  thcart:lag  the  cltfaen8'  right:
to  lmor,what  governoent  18  decldlng  for  hln.  18  caeclng  on  our  cltlzBn8

burdett8  of  financ:Lng  8ei:.vices  over  which  hl8  elected  repre8®ncat:1ve8  have

no  ccacrol,  and  i8  s`]bvertLng  the  tredlclonal Aoerlcan  8yeten  of  coo8Clco-`

tlonal government by  elected repre8eticaclon;  and

/a,There  cca  be  no  juecfflc®Cion  for:  Such  d&tBage. to. our  8y8teD

in  light  of  the  recently  pul]11shed  "Report  of  the  (Co`rerftor'8)  I®sk  Force

ed  Local  CovernDet)C  RefortD"  which  eicolned  the  .Tyth8  which  have  been  ad-

vanced  to  j`lstlfy  the  erosion  of  local  goverfunetic  and  ®&1d  lask  Force  fo`ilid

ln  truth-aid  fact  that  the  tryctis  are  fal8e  and  inac  inecead  o£  £oDetit±ng  .

the  dl$81patlon  o£  local  control  wo  should  take  acclon  co  preserve  lc8

concept  and  8Crangchen  it9  auchorlcy  and  abillcy  to  ful£11l  lc8  hiecorlc

role  a8   Che  level  of  govet.ntDet`C  clo8esc  Co  o`lr  people. and  beet  chle  Co

re8pcod  to  their  need  for  Chose  go`rerntDett[al  8ervlce8  which  call  be  pro`rldBd

ulth  a  a.1nlqun  o£  interference  in  Ct`e  lives  and  freedon  of  cue  people  we

®ervo:   end



(h)     The  Governor's  Task  Force  lays   to  rest  Ctle  usual  excuse  advanced

i;.  justify  regionalisa]  by  noting  in  its  Report  as  follows:

3gr:::::::i::ii!ei:i:::::i:i:;:g::s!:i:::!i:#::!!:!on-

!!ii;i:!!:;::;i;;:i;;i:i;:i:::::;i;::i;i:;:i;i;;:?i:s
ocal  g6verntrent:s."
1onal  goverriaients..will  be  less  responsive   than  pre§enc

"These   findirigs   leaLd  us   t:o  conclude   that:

.   ::   Ei:;:iii::::ii:!±:i:;i:i:¥:;i!;;!!;;:e ,
c.   5:i::::::::i:;:i:;::E:;::a;::::::;i3::;ly

"Therefore,  we  do  not  believe  that  there  i8  a

i:!i:;:i:i:ii;i;i;;;ii;:f:ii::!iiith:i;:fi:us:::3£gf!::::
the  principles  of  cit:izen  coot:rol  alid  local  home  rule.";  and

{1)    The  Task  Force  cot}cluded  that  local  represenEatlve  govemoent  ls

the  best  sysceD  to  qeec  the  challenges  of  our  titzx2s  and  :  restructuring  of

local  government  through  laposlt:ion  of  "regiot`al  goveronenc"  would  be  based

on  false  assumptions  and,  while  a  continuing  effort  tDust  atways  be  tDade   Co

it-prove  efficiericy  and  econony  in  our  governu]ent,   the  tradicior`al  AtDerican

system  can  best  be  preserved  by  solving  tDulci-county  problems   through
Voluntary  mutual  action  by  the  elected  representatives  of  our  units  of

sovemnenc  and  thus  avoid  the  irreparable  damage  to  our  freedoms  and  rights

quaranceed  by  the  Coast:icution  which  will  result  from  any  further  invol.un-
€ary  inpositlon  of  non-elected  regional  authorities  into  our  systetl];

Sectlon  2.     NCW,   "EREFORE,   BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the   Supervisors   of   the

County  of  Kerri,  Scace  of  Call£ornia,   as  follows:

I.     This  Board  hereby  expresses   its  absolute  opposiclon  to  the  erosion

of  local  representative  govert`ment  by  unwanced  Scace  and  Federal  ltaposlclon

ct  regional  non-elected  boards ,  comisslons  and  coamiccees.

2.     The   clarion  cal.1  of  EI  Dorado  County  ln  1973   for  co`incles   in

Call£ornla  to  join  Cogecher  ln  lnvesclgatlng  toeans  of  effectlve  accior`  Co

stop  the  inroads  of  "reglonallsm"   should  forchwlch  be  lurplemented  by  counties



"eeclng  together   through   their  elected  represencat:1ves,   the  Meo]bers   of  the

eespeccive  Board  of  Supervisors,   Co  lay  dowr`  a  united  progralo  for  effective

fieslstance  to  the   inroads   of  "regional  government"  and   to  strengthen  local

3Jverntoent's   abilit:y   Co  handle  multl-count:y  probleo]s   through  voluntary

mutual   appz.oaches.

3.     For   the  purpose  herelnabove   scat:ed,   t:his  Board  urges   that:  repre-

;§&tatives   of  the  elected  governing  boards   of  each  and  all  of   the  counties

Gf califomia  assemble t:ogether   ln  t:he  Cour`ty  of  EI  Dorado  or   the  County

Of. Kern  before   the.  end  of  t:his  year  and  we  do  here`tich  invite  early  acknowl-

ejgment   from  each  Board   of  interest  in  so  tDeet.ing.

4.    The Clerk  of  this  Board  is  directed   to   forward  copies  of  this

esolution  to  the   foil.owing:

The  tlon.   Gerald  Ford,  President  of   t:he  United  States   of  AtDerica

#:6::::3E::a;:g::;i;:i:::vf!::E8::i:::;i:::;±:I:skerncounty
The  County  Supervisors  Associat:ion  o£  California


